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John Skelton Willlams and the New
Banking Law,

12 Jous Smritoy WitLiasms, now
Assistant Necretury of the Treasury,
18 a fit man for Comptroller of the Cur-
rency and so for a place on the Federal
Reserve Bonrd which 1= 1o manage the
country's new banking and currency s
system, there must be o superabun-
dance of materlal for mewmbership in
that omnipotent body. Despite Presi-
dent WiLsox's nomination of Mr. Wire-
taMs for Comptroller Tur 8o~ remalins
of the opinion that the gqualifications
for place on the Federnl Reserve Roard
are superior to any claims which may
be urged fu Mr. WoLivms's belbanlf,
and we are persunded that the relue.
tance of national banks which are apply-
ing for admission to the Federal re
serve system under the drastiec compul-
slons of the new law will be inereased
by the proposal of Mr. WiLLiams to be
one of their overlonls,

If politics bas been pluyel 1o pro-
mote Mr. Wioriaus's candidacy we
submit that notl  easure up
to the Faderal Reserve Board reguire-
ments, 1 polities hos not een ployed,
made of ol
Wil bave steadlly swaelled

lie (lowes

whnt is to he the months
of rimo:
ot into the present fet of his nominag-
o’ Wi
ggling

was sl el

alsin ds o b e of the
too whieh currency  legisintfon
s provisions pespusct-
mg the Compiroller of the Currency ¥
AN Lus bl read when It
was it provided
that the Comptroiler of the l'ui‘ﬁ'n-‘_\'
should hw o of

CUHrrehey
Tt ol last June
three men whe were
1o go on the Pederal Reserve Board by
right of Pedera The Honse
kept this preovision in the bill, bat the
Senate chuanged it <o that the Secretary
of the Treasury wis 1o be the only
official member of the hoard,  Pressore
from s=oine quurier wis exertesd when
the bill was o conference hmtween the
House and Senate, and In the aet as Dt
went ou t(he statnie hooks the Comp-
troller of the Curreny wis restored to
Federal Reserve Board membership,
Meanwhile it is interesting to note
that the House hLill provided that the
Comptroller of the Currency should

ofliine,

remaln an independent  fiseal  officer,
The Senate altered the terms of the
bill @ as to make the Comptroller

wholly subordinate to the Secretary of
the Treasury, aud the Senate provision
was retained in the act. Meanwhile
also it is to the polnt of the present dis-
cussion that President Wirsox has not
untll now attempted to fill the Comp-
troller’s office.

There is enough in this record to
suggest that the Comptrollership has
been held open for Secretary MeAboo's
subordinate, JouN Rx¥iTox WILTIAMS,
It is enough to suggest further that a
campaign has been waged for months
in the Interest of Mr. WiLLiaMms's ele-
vation to the Federal Reserve Board by
the route of the Comptrollership, Such
a suggestion is in violent hostility to the
ideal of Federsl Reserve Board mem-
bership.

The duties, responsibilities and pow-
ers of that board are =0 awful and so
extensdve, so freighted with happiness
or disaster to the whole country, that
no man should aecept them save under
the highest sense of devotion to the pub-
e servie,  Such acceptance wonld bhe
incompatible with even taclt assent to
anything resembling plotting for Fed-
eral Reserve Board place, and it is]
bardly lkely that Mr. WiLLiams can |
have been jgnorant of the Washington
rumors of the last half year which eir-
culutedd in colncidence with the legis-
lative juggling that went on to insert
the Comptroller of the Currency into
the bhourd,

However that may bhe, the interests
of the country are not clearly sub-
servedd hy JOHUN RKELTON WILLIAMS'S
nomination. In recent weeks indlea-
tions have been furnished that his nom-
inatlon would precipitate a tight in the
Senute to prevent 11x confirmation, and |
the Indications have not come wholly
from the political minority,

Among other things it has been said
that his nomination would surely pro-
voke inquiry to ascertain the truth of
reports that he harbored grudges
against certain  Hnancial  interests,
grudges which might be hard to recon-|
efle with the tremendous powers of the
dual functions of the Comptroller of
the Currency under the new law. It
has also heen usserted that the recent
Munsey-United States Trust Company
merger in Washington would certainly

Sm_{

provoke bhitter Senatorial
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controversy ' the distinction of representing fifty-

It Mr. WitLiams were named for Comp- | seven counties in western Texas and

troller,

the Panhandle, including the Htaked

A token of the kind of contest which Plain, the Blerra Diablo, Twin Buttes,
may result from the submission of his Buffalo Gap, Goat Mountaln, Paint-

name I= furnished by the apparent pur- rock, Wild Horse;
cocooocmeem o o= = pose of his advocates to capitalize the jgkes and water holes, all on the map,

Is alleged to be felt) and immense atretches of desert.
||umml him by some interests in the

enmity which

financial  community, Assuming

alkall flats, dry

Much of the landscape In the Trust

his!| Killer's district consista of mirages, and

confirmation, what Is likely to be the' the settlers remote from industrial cen-
course In ofice of A man whose claims tres think In mirages. Thelr repre-

to newd all the appeal that its occupant
cnn make to general banking and busi-

act 1s to accomplish beneficial results?
Perlinps if President WiLson should
shortly send In to the Nefiate appoint-
ments for some or all of the remaining
Places on the Federal, Reserve Board
wliteh would earry at once the general
approval of the publie, the taste of the
Willlams nomination might be forgot-
ton,

mistake.
gurds  Mr,
Federal Resarve Board it was

teollershij,
hoard only bevcause he may have ecer-
tin gqualiications for the office of
Comptroller or hecause he wants to be
or some one else wants him to be
Comptroller, he i1s not a big enough
man for the board.

If a tight 1o prevent him confirma-
tion 1€ now waged in the Renate, that
fact alone will work against the de
velopment of sentiment necessary to the
establishment of the new banking sys-
tem under conditlons propithous for its
suecess, 1t may be taken to measuare
an attitude by the Administration to-
wird the bankers of the country in
relation to the Federal reserve sys-
tem which falls adequately to appre-
clute the desirabllity of supplementing
the coerclons of the Fuleral reserve act
with some conciliatory attractions,

The sltuation might have a differ-
ent aspect If any principle were in-
volvedl In the nomination of Mr,
Wirriama, hut so far as we Can see
it 18 characterized by total lack of
principle,

From 1806 to 1013.

The law under which ARTHUR A.
MoLrax pleaded guilty yestenday to a
misdemeanor, he as treasurer of the
Pemocratie State Committee having ac-
coptenl a contribution from a corpora-
tlon, was enacted after the Insurance
investigntion, at which the extent to
which party canvasses were flnanced
by corporations was revealad,  How
far Yhe country has travellad tvward
n new standard {u this matter i= shown
by the fact that in 1808 such contribu-
tions  were openly  made and  thelr
donors were applauded for their pa-
triotism by those of thelr politieal
fuith.  In years such gifts were
probibited : In seventeen years the man
who aecepts sl a gift & before the
conrt for sentence,

The Distriet Attorney joined In the
reguest for o saspension of sentence,
which seems reasonable and proper in
the civumstances, McbLrax followed
a4 enstom as old as his party : the pro-
hibitory sectlon of the law was a dead
letter for seven years: nobody  will
quarrel with the disposition of the ae-
cusedd,  But the luw has been made to
live by this and 1t wil
herenfter he ignored by politieal col-
lectors at thelr peril,

B ———
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Let the Governmemt Do

When Mayor Mitomre and his asso-
clates appearsd yesterday  lwefore the
House Committes on Rivers and Har-
bors 1o urge the appropriation of an
adeguate sum for the improvement amd
development of New York harbor they
were the representatives not only of
the people of the eity but of the gvhole
manufacturing and mercantile com-
munity that ships and receives I{s raw
materials and Anished products through
this port. They spoke for no one eity
or State, bur for a great  territory
of diversifisd indunstries sapporting a
mighty population engaged In every
human calling.

Nor dld they ask the Government
to act without cooperation, They ex-
plalned the vast projects undertaken
hy the eity and by the transportation
corporntions serving 1t, by which this
port is to e rendered more convenlent
to the pmhlie and its waterhorne com-
merce I8 to e more expeditiously and
cheaply handled,

The city is doing its share; the rall-
ronds are doing thelr part; the States
will contribute their portion; let the
Unitedd States Government now do all
that it should for the bettering of the
port of New York,

Its Share.

An Ultimatum From the Panhandle,

The foremost champlon of immediate
and  radical anti-trust legislation by
Congress s Representative WiLLIAM
Roserr Syt of Texas, who also poses
as a friend of husiness, kKindly {f severe,
In the present reinctance to Invest
capital Mr. SMiTiL #ees only “a natural
hesitation necessary for a  proper
adjustment of business to the new con-
ditions of freedom.'" He admita that
tariff and currency legislation have had

f

At the same time the appoint- |
{ment of Mr. Wittiams looks like a|lleve that his canstituents in Jeff Davis,
If the Administration re- Palo Pinto, Pecos, Tom Green and
Wittiams as fit for the Winkler, to name a few of the outdoor
not counties in his district, agree with him
Vice-Prestdent, Edward PoMIwhell | pecessary to name him for the Comp- | to a man: but that there 1= unnnimity
If he is eligible for thel for marking time and awalting the

qs "''® pressed on such grounds, especially sentative, who lives In that erowded
«0 D% course in an office which Is golng ' mart of trade Colorado (population |

1,600), 18 not exempt. From this
colgn of advantage Mr. SMITH, survey-

78 | ness confldence if the Federal reserve|ing the business of the country, sees

many nebulous inversions and distorted
images, also horrld phantasmagorias in
which every corporation Is an bctopus
and its officers are goblins damned.
What wonder is it that he demands
drastic anti-trust legislation and will
give business no grace, no respite, no
breathing spell?

Do it now, says SBmitir, We be-

“new freedom’” in the husy manufac-
turing city and rallroad centre of Kl

| Paso may be honestly doubted.

Huerta's Financial Difficulties,

The announcement that the Govern-
ment of Prestdent Heenra will suspend
payment on the Mexienn titerua! aned
forelgn debis 18 worse news thon o e
verse in battle, bat it was not anex
pected. Even a dictator must have
money to maintaln himself, and the di-
version of Interest due to foreign and
domestic bondholders {8 one way of goet-
ting it—in this case not n very sure
way, however,

How desperate 1s Hverta's plight
may be seen In his efforts to prevent
the exportation of gold. He may sue-
ceed temporarily, but whenever there
I a profit to be made gold will leave
the conntry unless 1t | confleeated, In
natural resources Mexico Is enormonsiy
rich, but the dictator cannot make
good his boust to pay hix armies and
earry on the Government by abnormal
taxation. Every «hift brings him
nearer to bankruptey and Impotence,

President  HUErTa may charge his
financial troubles to the Administration
at Washington. The poliey of non-
recognition contemplated the pass to
which he has come, It is a situation
to be regarded not altogether with
complaceney, for It brings a erisis
nearer, presumably the collapse of the
provisional Government. the
quences of which might precipitate
the intervention Mr, Wirsox has heen
trying to avold.  No one ean tell what
would be the results of a breakdown of
the system of law and order which
the Huerta regime represents, When
P'ogrirto DAz retired an  organized
Governinent was turned over to the ad
derents of FRANCISCo MAprro In accond-
e with the prevalling sentiment of
the country, but conditions are not the
same now, After Huesta, what? *

If it should turn out that the treas-
ury of the provisional Government
could not be replenished  from any
quarter it wonld be foollshly optimistie
to assume that the suecess of the Wil-
son poliey was assured,  More likely
there would be hreakers ahead.

ol s

Pardons Not for sale.
It Governor GLysy  had  pardonesd

Torsman, the hmprisoned oo shark, in

consideration of TorLman's  releasing
20,00 or any number of debfors from
their obligntions, legal or illegal, logie
would compe! him to set free any other
conviet who could offer a correspomud-
ing payment for clemency. The em-
bezzler who wrecked n swuvings hank,
the trustee who robbed his wanl, the
cashler who defrauded his employer:
all would properly demand pardons if
they could make restitution, and it
would require halr splitting of the most
expert kind to find adequate reason
for not turning them loose,
Because of this the refusal

applauded: the offer mude In Tor-
MAN'S behalf being taken at s face
value, a thing that Involves a consider-
able eredulity. ToiMAN remalns where
he belongs,

Further Notes on “The Conspiracy,"

The Hon. Dax V. SterueNs of Ne-
hraska has asserted his bellef In the
unseen world of political spirits, par-
ticularly the evil varlety., He goes o
fur as to aceept the doctrine that the
spooks are “organized.” Let us quote
Mr. SrePueNs as veported in a Wash.
ington despatch yesterday:

“Tt would appear that there wus some
secret  Influence  working against Mr
BrrYan. In fact, there seems to have heen
an organized campalgn against him.”

When posterity comes to write the
history of political demonology full
credit must be given to the Hon.
ALBERT JEREMIAM  BEVERIDGE. n8 the
first of the modern prophets to expose
and reveanl “the invisible government.”
While Waco HENRY of Texus and other
leaser lights often declared that they
saw the money devil in various forms,
It remalned for the Armageddon MIl-
ton to visualize the whole hideous

the effect of checking enterprise, but in| hiernrchy with much greater fervor

his judgment the “new freedom' I8 not
vet consummated, and must be,

|

than that other deep student and poet

o1t of the underworld, Honest Toum Law-

is better for the country,” he says,|SON, the Stute street Dante,

“that business should mark time a Mt-
tle while longer, \f need be, than that
the corporate monopoly interests should
be granted a continuanve, It ls better
to apply the remedy now than to per-
mit the disease to run on,"

No rest for business; let it mark
time! Such 1= the ultimatum of
Ssmity of Texas, whose opinlon of busi-
ness on any Iarge seale 1s so bad that
perhaps only the lockstep for corpora-
tlons would sult him, It Is natural
to inquire how the Hon. WiLuiaM Ros-
ERT SMITH comes'to be an authority
upon business, big or little. He has

But we nre straying from the Hon.
Dax V. Sreenexs and his vislons of
“the interests.” Unlike Prince BELvE-
prre Bevemipae and Honest Towm, the
new Nebraskan zealot 18 more of a
philosopher than poet. e sees “the
interests” through the medium of pure
thought, a sort of political Swedenborg,
Indeed, he endows the money devil

with the capacity to enter right lntoI

the affectionate chambers of Demo-
cratie brotherhood:

“If Mr. BaYaN were pet aside Mr, Wi
#s0N could not hope to obtain the support
of the Bryan Demecrata

of the!
Governor to liberate ToLsmax 1% to he !

lnouuur.n\

view of the many efforts that have heen

made to cause trouble between these two
men, the wonder In that the Interests have
not succeeded In thelr purpose, One of
the causes of my great confidence in Mr,
Winson Is the fact that he has not been
misled by these things. It proves that he
Is & really great man,”

With not the least wish to question
Mr. STEPHENS'S test for true greatness,
we are chagrined to hear him boldly ex-
plain regard and admiration in terms
of barter, “If Mr. Bayan were set
nside Mr, Wirson could not hope to ob-
|.tn|n the support of the Bryan Demo-
jerate.”  What! Are the roots of
'ideal fealty planted in the rank soll of
expediency 7 Why, this Is the language
of the market place! The money devil
himself could shoot forth no more
stinging flames than these,

Bradatreet’s for January 17 in sum-
marizing the bank faillures for 19138 will
point out that elghty banks closed thelr
doors In that year, with labilities of
$62,474,453 and aswets of $456,081,174. In
number of faillures thers wa% an increase
of 86 per cent. over 1912, —News item,

Will the Hon, WiLLiam RoBerT SMiTi
‘nf Texns wcan the above figures with
| his eyes open? WIl he then repeat
! that “In reality there is no harmful dis-
| turbance of business”? And may we
! repeat for his benetit seven recent Words
by ex-Senator Forages: “War on busj-
ness [x war on oarselves”? It might

do Representative Smrrn some good to
memorize that sentence, though we
doubt it

.. R - ———

Democrats after post ofMes Jobs — Head-
line,

Wil this information lead Peoria

dream of o new vista of sabseription
agenecies? By the way, where is PiN-
PELL T A cable despateh reports four-

Petershurg.,

of snow In St

-—

teen foet

I read with a great deal of Interest
the storiea of the men whom | am going
to appoint.—Mayor MITCHEL,

80 do they, only remember that they
are without in a withering gale watch-
ing the bulletin board with famished

eyves,  Yet, even so, & prune is better
than no plum,
Mr., PRENDERGART says there wus a

mecting of P'rogressive leaders in Hrooks
1¥yn. A course of action was then deeclded
upon, and when It was suggested thal this
course would be prefmdicial to the re.
nomiuntion of the Comptroller, one of the
| leaders, PRENDERGART declares, remarked,
“To hell with the Comptroller.”-—Nvwas of
the day.

Thix is Incredible. Such language by
any Christian soldler fresh from Arma-
geddon g fnexpressibly shocking and
quite beyond belief. The whole pus-
mage reads like an interpolation by a
Hepublican commentator

The French alrman PoURPR to-day come
pleted a flight from Calro to Khartum,
covering the distance of about 320 miles
at the rate of seventy-five miles an hour
—Calro despateh

The French aviator flew from Calro
to Khartum in less than flve hours,
Fromi Wadl Halfa, which is more than
half the distance to Khartum. it took
Lord WolskLey's expedition about three
months to arrive within two days march
of that place to reljeve Gorpox,  In his
diary on December 14, 1885, about slx
weeks earlier, he wrote that a foree of
200 men could save him., GORDON WAS
Kilied only forty-eight hours before
General 8ir Cpanies Winsox  reached
Khartum with a fAying column.  In
these dayvs an aviation cerps attached
to an army like WoLseLer's would be
the means of relleving an administrator
in Gorpox's position by the celerity with
which it would prepare the way for the
advance of an expeditionary foree,

Geone Portescre, who died  yester-
day, had delighted more than one gen-

eration by his amusing imitation of a
woman In the burlesque of “"Fvange-
fine”: for Mr. FogTEsC!F Was o come-

|'l'an who took the older view of the
‘.’-m to he drawn from imitatlons of a
woman by a man, Tt was carlcature
not  slavish mimicry, that wuas re-
garded hinorous in his dav.  He
was associated for more than a score of
veanrs with this historie burlegque by I,
Cueever Goopwis nnd B KD e, In
the beginning no famous persons
than Nat Goopwis, whoa playved the at-
torney, Hesuy B, Dixey, who danced as
part of the helfer, W. H. Craxg and
ILlza WEATHERERY Were among the ace-
tors engaged In the most popular of
American burlesgues, “lvangeline” was

s

loss

acted for vears some of {ts actors
Tp:..-m-! into other spheres,  FoRTESCUR,
F owever, continned always to be the
iImpersonator of the comie woman; and

it was only the final fallure of the pub-
He in ite loyalty to this play that led
him to devote a few of his closing years
to other parts, in which his broad humor
fand sense of gosd nature were alwavs
effective, even If less characteristie than
in the role with which hls stage career
was identifled

Davis Met,

Ta THE Enitor o THE Sry——Sir
woell to study nistory wnd o record
torical emblems,

Hut the effart to record where Ahraham

It is
his-

!I,I:,n-uln and Jefferson Davis met in the
| Mlack Hawlk war 18 entirely  too  far
fetched to receive publle approval

Thera are plenty of monuments  wand

[ sltes to he perpetuated, but (his s surely
not one of them K. T. W,
New York, January 138,
How Much shonld We Tie Permitied (o
togitale?

To Tir Fovron oF THE Brs o8 Viee
President Morshall 1s quote 1= saying
in n chureh: "1 sometimes think that

perhaps we are in danger of thinking too
broadly. "

What Is the widest
gauge thinking that the Vice-I'resident
deems safe? Tavnor P'unny,

NEwW York, January 13,

width of numow

New Cars Wanted on the B, R. T,
To THE EMToR oF ThHe Sexsr Whnt (s
the B, R T. & excuse for compelling the

submissive Brooklynite to ride in trains thet
threnten to fall spart through every foot of
the ridae?

I understand that 1t 18 beyond reason to
expect steel cars on the "L roads 1 doubt
I1l the old structures would hold them-—but
thers surely can be no excuse for using cars
with plaln board floors and not the slightest
samblance of metal in thelr construction,
varring, of course, the nalls, guies, & Vet
thesa rellos of the early days of rallroading
are placed In servies in Brooklyn, particu
| larly on the Lexington wvenue rodd,

Every tima you step Into one of these cars
you experience a crecpy feeling, for if thero
wers to be tha slightest collision these tinder
box cars would crumple like so much eard
board, WiLLiaM BoHonrn,

BrooORLYN, January 17, .

On the Propagstion of Genlys,
To rue Emtor oF THE Sty Nk Thers s
| only ons real fuel ta genlus, namely, wili
If Yo It could ba adided o toral abstinence
| fpom daytime drenming, 8 good “hook keep
ing' of natural thought, and above nil a
perfect Interpretation of the “sge quod agls'™
genius in our days mignt necome less raris-
#imo than radium. HENRI DB LaFiToLs,
Naw Yoax January 13

to )

Where Abhraham Linecoln and Jefferson |

—

THE “EPOCHAL” NR. FORD.
B —

Wil ¥His Philesophy Preduce Run u|
Less Wonderworking Manufacturers? |

To T™MR Epiton or Tur BuN—Bir: A
wave of enthusiasm has swept over the
country as a result of the Ford Motor
Company's announcement of the creation
of & higher wage and profit sharing sya-
temn, That wave haa been rwollen by the
:'Inm! of hysteria already Inundating the
and.

« It 1s most gratifylng at this time to
mee that Tue Svn 18 able to lift its head |
above the tide and call attentlon to our |
possible and as some of us believe prob-
able drift, \

The Ford Company's diversion of uo.-l'
080,000 to the payment of higher wages
and profit sharing for the benefit of its |
employees I8 suppored to equal about one- |
half Its last year's net profita of upward
of $20,000,000. Assuming that the busi-
ness does not decline during the coming
year, then there will still be $10,000,000 in
net profits avallable for dividends, or 600
per cent, on the Ford Company's eapltal-

| fzation of $2,000,000, i

Mr. Ford and the other stockholders |
of that company may well stand this, but
what about the entrepreneurs and stock-
holders of many smaller businesses which '
are not such industrial wonders of the
world as the Ford Company? What will
he the effect of the Ford actlon upon
them?

Take, for example, the case of a busi-
ness honestly eapitalized (such phenomena
exist, current public opinlon to the con-
trary notwithstanding) at $1,000,000, and
on n gross annual income of §5,000,000
producing net profite of $200,000,  This
company 1& already paying to each of its

H00 hands an avernge of §4 a day. An
average Increase In wages of even 82 a
man a day, leaving the wages still

$2 under the Ford wage ecale, with no
“profite’ added, would mean an increased
annual wage cost of $312,000! This would
! pot only wipe out all profits for the ene
! trepreneurs and stockholders but put the
company well on the road to bankruptey
D Rut in the face of the “epaehal™ act of
the Ford Company, would this be llkeiy
to deter the men from making a demand
Cfor o very substantial increase?
! The eyes of the laboring men of the
country are fastened upon what 1= going
on In Detrolt Mr. Gompers yesterday
observed that the Ford plan "will demon-
strate its justice as well a8 |ts economy
and sense. It will give an Impetus to
workers in the automoblle Industry to
endeavor to get higher wages, better con-
ditions and an elght hour working day."
This Is but another demonstration of that
which experience has shown, namely, that
labor in & given Industry niways demands
the most that |8 received by others In the
same industry, Labor does not limit It
demanda to what a businesa can bear.
The very term “prevalling wage” is an
epitome of this The present clamor for
smintmom wage' legiglation is but an-
other manifestation of the mame spirit,
not only by “labor” but also by those who
in their hysteria and Ignorance helleve
that legislative enactment can transcend
econmnie laws

The Inevitable result of the act which
Afr. Itedtield has characterized as “epochal”
will be to produce widespread discons
tent,  This discontent will, of course, as
foreshadowed by Mr. Gompers, manifest
itself in a demand for higher wages, not
only In the automobile {ndustry but In
every other industry. The demand will
not tkke Into account the conditions of a
particular business, ns yesterday SuR-
gested by Mr. Mitchell, but will concern
itaelf only with what is desired. If the
demand cannot be acceded to because of
the conditiona of competition In the cases
of busipesses less profitable than the
Ford Company’s, those businesses will
more than ever be harassed by labor
troubles, 1t It aceeded to, the ruin
that will follow seems not only economi-
eally probable, but mathematically de-
monstrable Lrorp M. HoweLL.

NEW York, January 12

ta

Mr. Ford Ralsed a Ruction.
To the Enitor oF THE SUN-—=Sir: Mr
Henury Ford's generous “good will” glft
to his employees has ralsed a ruction I

the labor union camp.

Gompers,  Mitehell, Haywood, Lizzle
Gurles Flinn, Mother Jones and others
living on the poor laborer must get a

“whack” at some of that dough.

Whisper! We'll hear from the gang
soon Warred
New Yonk, January 12

Mr. Ford as a Prophet.

To THE Entron or Tne SUN—=Sir
interview with Mr. Henry Ford printed
nothis morning's Svx recalls an inter-
esting incident of slx or elght years ago,
when there was a great automobile show
the Madison Square tarden, with an
averflow  in  the

The

equally LR armory
wierons the street It wus the show where
the car de luxe presented to Miss Alles

at tl me of har marriage was
ittraction

Roosevelt
the centre f

I s the rooms under the roof in
the armory, leading off from the main
gallery surrounding the drill hall. there
was an exhiblt of air craft history from
cariest times to date, iacluding the “freak
attempt to rival the birds of the alr” In
Lthe shape of a model of the Wright Broth-
ers' lutest Cglider ”

Fred Wadsworth, the great hoat bullder
of Detrolt, woad myself had been looking
Dthrough the serial exhibit and were Joung-
ing along the gallery of the motor car
show chatting languidly, when a little man
'.-r nervous manner rushed up to us and
accosted Wadsworth as follows: “Helto,
| Wadsworth ! What do you think of the
| show?" The reply was: “Great.”
| Fiere the visitor was introduced to me
the Datrolt style

wl

in

My, Ford, shake hands with Horace
Fietcher,” The handshuke was parfunc-
tory, for the Detrolt shaker had mora Im

portant things on his mind, and he expressed

them In very dramatic manner {
CHave you seen the wir craft exhibit®”
We have” “What do you think of it?"|
Funny, lsn't 102" |
vot so funny s you think You re-

' member that at the world's fulr In Chlcugo
there weres but two automobiles shown, mine
was one of them, and therse were not ten
men in the United States who could run a
gusolens engine. lLook at the sutomoblies |
‘mow. HBut 1 tell you that insida ten years'
the wirship will be putiing the mutomablle
In the shude as the transporier of passen-
mall wnd Hght frelght where speed is

) BT,

wny object’
I I don't recall what Wadsworth sald )
|

Pwhen Ford rushed off o repeat his proph
lecy to the next man he met whom he
'lm'x-\\'. which was the burden of his actiyv-
ity at the moment, but as Wadsworth is n
pretty live wira business optimist himself
e probably said ; “What Ford savs seems
absurd, but if Ford says it, it is a safe
hetting proposition*
Horacr FLETCIHER,
New Yonk, January 11,

| SRR

l. As a Promoter of Population,
Lo e Eorror oF Tur Bux—sSie: 0f
I the Ford plun  were to be generally

sdopted the result would be that every-
[ body would rush off to get married, the
" population would Inerease by leaps and
hounds and in A short time we woull be
worge off than ever. It #should be always
remembered  that we cannot eat gold.
What I8 most urgently needed in this
| country to-day—every market in the land
| ¢ries out for him=—is a reformef who will
i Induce people to flock out from the citles
onto the land, MALTHUSIAN,
New York, January 13,

Restricting the Benefts.

To 71k Epitor o Tneg SuN—8Sir: The
Ford Motor Company has Increased the
wages of its employees, not because they
were underpald but just for the reason
that the money was lyving around loose
and they did not know what else to do
with it

This Inerease may be all very well for
those partienlnr individuals, but how will
it affect that army of Individuale whose !
emplovers cannot porsibly afford any such
inerense

Is labor not governed, like everything
else, by the law of supply and demand?,

Can such a purely artificlal increase of lpurpuu."

i

wages be construed as anything else than
an economic blunder?

Mesars. Redfield and Mitchell MII" it
with joy as an act of “mocial justice.

Wa have heard a lot about “social jus-
tice” and It is well that at last we know
Just what this phrase means,

The one fact that stands out is that
thia corporation has been charging the
publle an exorbitant profit on its output.

Of course the Idea of ucing
charge to the public has never entered the
wise minds of the politieal economists
who manage the corporation. A

New York, January 11.

THE SOCIOLOGICAL CATECHISM.

A Sympostum on Obselete Things, Inclod.
ing the Dode.

To T™r EpiTor oF Tue Bux—~8ir: On
the front page of Tug SuN of this morn-
Ing 1 notice an item about a certain James
Conklin, elevator starter, who for the last
sixteen years has worked and maved for
the purpose of paying debts contracted in
his youth while engaged In the ancient
pursuit of “sowing his wild oats’” The
{tem mays that “his conaclence set him the
tark.” How benightedly Ignorant this per-
gon has shown himeelf to be In falling ut-
terly to comprehend our modern way of
understanding such social questicns as the
one he was confronted with.

To think that in this day and generation
there should llve one who does not real-
ize that whatever missteps he may make
are wholly due to clrcumstances and the
wicked schemea of others, and not at all
of his own doing. Let him study the cate-
chfsm of up to date sociology and erim-
inology, with particular reference to the
doctrine of personal irresponsibility. To
think of It! Sixteen long years and an un-
known amount of money wasted for the
tatuous purpose of satisfying that obso-
lete thing consclence,

Had the man been born of parents
vouched for by the eugenlc experts, with
a guarantee of satisfaction given or money
refunded, he might be justified In feeling
that what became of him was partly his
own fault: but he should know that be-
ing born of parents obtained In the old
famitiar hit or mise fashlon totally ab-
solves him from responsibllity for his fate.
KBuch a case as this man's is discouraging
at best to our soclal reformers,

But they should not wholly lose heart.
“Hope on, hope ever,” being their motto,
they will without doubt persist in their
beneficent efforts until such Individuals as
this man with a conscience han' become
as extinet as the dodo. UPLIFT.

BrookLYN, January 10,

TAF FORM OF PITCHERS.

ae——
One Explanation of Their Tendency te
Drip at the Lip.

To THe Epttor or Tne Sux—S8ir; The
letter of “Pourer” in THE SUN a few days
ago in regard to the form of pitchers and
the tendency to drip at the 1'p calls to
mind that some few years ago Professor
Bjerregard, librarian of the New York
Public Library. called my attention to a
book of hia entitled, “Sufl Interpretations
of the Quatrains of Omar Khayyam and
Edward FitzGerald”

In Interpreting quatraing xxxvil. and
xxxvill. Professor  Bjerregard  quotes
from Sufl  Attar the following beau-
tiful story, which may asslst “Pourer” in
his diMiculty concerning the shape of
pitchers, 1 quote;

One day the prophet on a river bank,
Dipping his lips into the channel, drank
A draught as sweet as honey. Then there
came
One who an earthen Pitcher from the same
Drew up, and drank: and after some short
mtay .
Under the Shadow, rose and went his way,
Leaving his earthen Bowl. In which, anew
Thirsting, the Prophet from the River drew,
And drank from: but the Water that came up
Sweet from the stream, drank bitter from
the cup.
At which the Prophet In a stl!]l Burprise
For Answer turning up to Heav'n his Eves,
The Vessel's earthen Lips with answer ran:
The (Mlay that I am made of, once was AMan,
Whao dying, and resolved iuto the same
Obliterated Earth from which he cames,
Was for the Potter dug. and chased In turn
Through long Viclssitude of Bowl and Urn:
But howsoever moulded, stlll the Pain
Of that first mortal Angulsh would retaln,
And cast and recast for a thousand years
Would turn the swectest Water into Tears,

Who knows but the drippings from the
pitcher's lip “Pourer” complaing of may be
tears, to quench the fire of anguish in
some eye, there hidden far beneath--and
long ago. =o deal gently with your
pitchers, Beother “Pourer,” pray

AnINGTON H, CARMAN,

Patcnosve, Lo L, January 10

Harsh Remarks About U plifiers,

To THE Epitor oF THE SUN—§fr:
interesting to observe that those
shout loudest for race bLetterment and
proh'bitlon  are  usually physical and
moral weallings and could not take A
drink even If they wished to, Flashlight
photographs of uplift gatherings, antl-
liquor leagues and eugenic societies dis-
pliey A sea of countenances and expres-
stons  notable solely for mediocrity and
vacancy, Wealk minds and feeble bodies
unfit them f{or competitive enterprise, =o
they call themeelves soclologizers and live
on the*largesse of o few deluded people
of greant wealth,

It is a fine game =0 long as it lasts, hut
gouner or luter, to thelir own cost, they will
learn that the marnia for uplift is a
transient phase of anu overheated elvilizas
tion, and that the abllity to drink spirits
and heer (= vouchsafed only to those
who are fortunate enough to have had a
moderately dissipated ancestry,

ALRERT Tl GALLATIN,

New Yonk, Januury 13

It is
who

Half a Milllon Minutes Saved,

To THE EpmTor or THeE SUN—Sir;
Through my window 1 watch 500,000 men,
women and ehildren puss the butlding in
which 1 have my office every day.

When the air 18 balmy and warm they
take four minutes, on the average, {0 pass
from the farthest visible points

O a day like to-day they hurry along
and make the trip in an average of three
minutes

Thus the cold wenther

saves these

| persans H00,000 minutes, or 8,333 4. days,
for

22 4 Yeurs
What becomes of wll this time?

L. 0. ArEn.
New Yonrk, Junuary 13,
The Haoly Thorn, L]

To Tar Boion o Tuk SN I think
the wuthorities of Trinity Church ought to
put @ protection agalnst vandals around the
Holy Thorn in Trinlty churchyard, 1
noticed the other day that the end of one
of the branches was newly broken off, but
from what cause of course | cannot say
Nrw York, Junuary 13, ANTI-Vaxpal,

Sir:

The Last Wet Word,
Toorne Bpivor oF Toe S
aordt contest

The
thould not die withaout

Sirs wat

10

“This causes the party to forget his watch
and chain, the number of the houss where
he lves and his wife's first name. He s
then in the state for which the vulgar have
& variety of plcturesque names. ‘T'he scien-
tist calls It ‘wicvoholie Inhibition' "

MaNcuesTes, N. H., January 13, R. P J

Day of the Stately Minnet,

From the London Chronicle
We are promileed a revival of the stutelv
minuet Hut conslder well the responsibill-
ties of that dunce, Thus, for Instance, Mr,
Austen Lelgh on the elghteenth century
minuet: *“It was not svery one who feit
qualified to make this public exhibition, and
thosa ladles who Intended to dance minuets
used to distinguish themselves by wearing
a particular kind of lappet on thelr head
dresn. I have heard also of mnother curlous
proof of the reapect in which this dance was
held,  dloves lmmarulately clean wers con
sidered requisite for ite due performance,

while gloves a |ittla solled wers (hought
good enough for a country dance, wnd e
cordingly soma prudent  ladies  provided

themseiven with two pairs for thelr several

extract from the Literary Digest of Junuary
: b

0.5, FAR FROM READ
FOR WAR, SAYS W00D

Not Enough Shells for One Big
Engagement, He Asserts iv
Annual Report.

NEEDED TROOPS LACKING
Favors New Reserve Law ana
Would Teach Boys and
Citizens to Shoot,

WasHinoroN, Jan. 13.--Ti Uiilied
Htates army reenforced with th.
militia forces of the Btates hasx noin
the ofMcers, men, fleld guns nor artiilory
ammunition which would bs requircd in
the first few weeks of a war with any
first clans power, says Major-Gen. leon
ard Wood, Chief of Htaff, in his annual re
port made public here to-day.

den. Wood holds that a reserva of
trained men avallable for duty with (.
United States forces in the event of wy
is the chlef need In connection with the
maintenance of military defences, Next
|In importance he placea the urgent need
for more fleld artillery to bring this arm
of the service up to the minimum amount
required In proportion to the number of
other troops. There 18 hardly enough ar
tilery ammunition in tha United States
1o supply the existing batteries witl
enough shells for one big engagrment

Gen. Wood recommends the ereation of
sufficient additional regiments to permi*
the organization of three completa in
fantry divisions, or one fleld army. Ha
also favors legislation providing for the
elimination from the service of all officers
who have elther outlived their eMciency
or who have falled to make themeclves
useful.

Encouragement of rifle practics among
civilians and school boys, expansion of
army camps for collegs students, est.h
lished experimentally last summer; more
sirict supervision of State miiitia organ
zations and insistence that the collego«

receiving Federal land funds conform ‘o
the letter and gpirit of the law in tha
matter of military instruction and drili
among their students are among other
recommendations.  This report s tien
Wood's last one, as he I8 to ba relieved
us Chief of Staff next April

ent

Small Force Avallable to (all.

tien, Wood says that the mohile are
within the limits of the United =tato«
I« mo small am to provide only 6§ per o
of the force required in a conflict with
first class nation. The militia forees
number about 18 per cent. of the tota!
force required, bringing the entire traine|
foroe available at a call to arms toor
25 per cent. of that required at the out
set. .

Beventy-five per cent., therefore, of the
forces required at the beginning of
would have to be made up of volunteors
—untrained men, whom military experts
regard as worse than useless until mont
have been  spent whipping them into
shape,

“To fill up organizations to full st
tory strength with uninstructed
gava fjen. Woalk “would
lurgely thelr eMiciency : to fail to 1l
up would he to leave them so small th
they would have Tietle
They must be filled up by Instructed no
to attain their full efMciency, and 1t
losses of the first months must be ol
up from the same class of men. TI
can be done only through a reserve

“Legislation should be had so as to g
an enlistment which will permit o ma
transfer to the reserve after a4 yvear's sor
vice provided he is a well trained soldi
as determined by his company and pos
commanders A soldier =o transferr:
would serve the balance of his enlistm:
period in the status of a soldier on o
lough without pay, but under the ohlig
tion to come to the colors in case of w
and for instruction At maneuvres
deemed advisable, for not to excesd =
to ten days every other year.

i Tty dlest

relatively o

“Whatever sSVEtem of reserve
adopted, it should provide ultimately
a total reserve servica of at least 1o

and one-half times the service wit]
colors,

“It need not be much, and it is safe
ey that we can secure @ reserve nde
conditions as to cost which will give
ten reservists for the cost of one m.
with the colors,

Renerves Needed to HBe Prepared.

thing is absolutely certaln, =«
that is that we must have an adeqgia
reserve if we are to conslder ours
in any way properly prepared for a
sible war,”

Of the shortage in field artillery
and ammunition, Gen. Wood says

“The existing shortage constitule:
serfous menace to the publle safety
case of war, Once hostilities have heg
Wwith n firet clags power there will he
opportunity to vurchase abroad rvor
manufacture at home, Even with
available plants In the country runn
to maximum capacity =0 much dola
would ensue as to be fatal to our I
of a successful campalgn.”

Gen, Wood recommends for the e
artillery an Increase of twelve hattal
in five vearly increments; the orgoo
tion of the ammunition service, the
propriation of moneys eufficient to
vide mmununition for existing guns, ©
‘lc-ninln!lull to turnish the desired on
! and trained personnel for the mob
t tion of the fleld artillery in war,

The maintenance of regiments o'
at full strength with a maximum of
men to a company (8 recommended
This would result in an economy of
200,000 in administrative expeas:
sayvs, i carrvied out with respect to «
regiment on forelgn servica by v
the total number of men the sam
{ reducing the number of regiments

tien Wood savs that the Moo
partment should not Keep any mos
foreign service for more than six
continuously, gs longer service rosu
0 degrea of disability most expw
the Government,

e

g’

]

WILSON INDOR cauer rian:

Helleves Students WL Gain
Military hnowledge,

WasHINGTON, Jun, 13
ment of the War Department's plae
summer military camps tor coilew
dents has been given by President
in the following statement

“l belleve the students attondiog
lege camps will derive not oniy o
deal of benefit from the healthtol
alr life, but also from the disolg
habite of regularity wnd the hnowledy
personal and camp sanitution wio
experience In camp will glve

“Thoe camps will  also  tend
seminate sound information concoer
our military history and the present o
of the Government In military matters
addition to gIving tne young men & cuie
siderable amount of practical militar
struction, which would bo useful to 1
in case their services should ever b
quired.'

Camps will be held next summer
Rurlington, Vi.: in Virginia Nt
Carolina ; at the Presidio, Monterey, ¢
possibly wt Spokane and somewhere in
middie West, It is expecied that
college students wWill attend the
which will continue for about four we: s
cach. Army ofMcers will be in charga

sirot
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